
In “The Trees of Great Britain and Ireland”, volume III, a weighty tome produced by Elwes and 

Henry in 1906, they say that Holinshead writing in 1586 on the Scots pine “it's existence in a wild 

state until lately in England, the evidence is very meagre”. This accords with the finding of today's 

botanists who maintain that it was extinct in England for four thousand years. 

According to the Rev. Abraham de la Pryme there was a wood of wild pine on a hill at Wareton in 

Staffordshire at the beginning of the eighteenth century. 

The Wareton pines were described by Ray in a note dated 14th October 1669. “We rode to see the 

famous fir trees some two and a half miles from Newport in a village called Wareton in Shropshire, 

on the land of Mr Skrimshaw. There are of them thirty-five in number very tall and straight without 

a bough till towards the top. The greater and which seems to be the mother of the rest, we found by 

measurement to be fourteen and a half feet around the body and they say fifty-six yards high which 

to me seems incredible” 

These trees according to Dr. Higgins of Newport, are mentioned in an old book “Historia 

Vegitablium Sacra published in 1694 by Westmacott, who says there were thirty-six of them, one of 

being forty seven and a half yards high”. 

Withering writing in 1776 states that the trees at Wareton were no longer existing in his time. 

Since the Scots pine was not native in Shropshire in the Middle ages , the trees at Wareton must 

have been planted. They were on a hill on land occupied by a Medieval grange, overlooking the 

major drove route from North Wales passing Newport and heading for London and the south-east, 

through the Midlands. 

It became customary for the Welsh cattle drovers to plant Scots pines on hill-tops as way-mark 

signs, bringing plants from North Wales where they were still growing wild according to Evelyn in 

his book Flora in 1664. If the largest tree at Wareton had a girth exceeding four metres as stated, 

then this would have been at least two hundred years old, suggesting a planting in the mid fourteen 

hundreds. This would confirm the regular occurrence of the Welsh Droving trade into England in 

Tudor times, when Henry VII was on the throne. He was of course of Welsh descent. 

 


